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* He is the howling terrible god, the god of
storms, the father of the Rudras or Maruts,
and is sometimes identified with the god
of fire. On the one hand he is a distructive
deity who brings diseases upon men and
cattle, and upon the other he is a beneficent
deity supposed to have a healing influence.
These are the germs which afterwards
developed into the god Siva.’
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* Rudea, roarer, the god of tempests and
father and ruler of Rudrasand Maruts., ( In
Veda he is closely connected with Indra and
still more with Agni, the god of fire ...... and

also with Kala or time, the all.consumer with
whom he is afterwards indeantified; though
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generally represeated as a destroying deity...
he has also the epithet Siva, ' benevolent or
auspicious’ and is even supposed to poSSess
healing powers......
atmosphere;
(A giean & dea-dfien BT )
¢ RG] TE TR JAE AR G AR AEAH
frar alic 73 1 (330 ® 39F % &R g W
A% 99 G99 9l € 1.. ... TIEH GIVGE DI
g1 il S R g1 qall zad dgRE X4 QASD
AR E......300 7 FEACERE AR ARWIRIES
i g9 (1 8 1 93 g1 F @ FAE)
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FF, QAT A ATG YO g § | 3 I
g4 iR G-a0wH SEh §, vy @A YAt A
ang HEs L0
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* This god occupies a subordinate position in
the Rig Veda being celebrated in only three
entire hymhs, in part of another, and in one
conjointly with Soma. His band, his arms,
and his limbs are mentioned. He has beautiful
lips and wears braided hair. His colour is
brown; his form is dazzling, for he shines like
the radiant sun, like gold...... he holds the
thunderbolt in his arm, and discharges his
lightning shaft from the sky; but he is usually
said to be armed with a bow & arrows, which
are strong and swift. ’

* Rudra is very often associated with the
Maruts ( i. 85 ). He is their father, and is said
to have generated them from the shining
under of the cow prishni.’ ’

* He is fierce and destructive like a terrible
beast, and is called a bull, as well as the
ruddy ( arusa ) boar of heaven. He is exalted,
strongest of the strong, swift, unassaila ble,

from his purifying the

sZIaaER M=

unsurpassed in might. He is young auod un-
aging, a lord ( Ishana ) and father of the world.
By his rule and universal dominion he is
aware of the doings of man and gods. He is
bountiful ( midhvams ), easily invoked and
auspicious ( Shiva ). But he is usually regarded
as malevolent; for the hymns addressed to him
chiefly express fear of his terrible shafts and

deprication of hiz wrath.........ooeneeeee Heis

however, not purely maleficent like a demon.

He not only preserves from calamity, but

bestows blessing. His healing powers are

especially often mentioned; he has a thousand

remedies, and is the greatest physician of

physicians....cceeenannes '

* The physical basis represented by Rudra
is not clearly apparent. Bul it seems pro-
bable that the phemomenon underlying his
pature was-the storm, ..oeevwsennn * [ A Vedie
Reader, pages 56-57 ]
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